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(54) CATV TERMINAL CONTROLLER AND BI-DIRECTIONAL TERMINAL EQUIPMENT 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To simultaneously perform a control at low 
cost and to perform the service specific to a bi- 
directional device even if unidirectional and bi-directional 
terminal equipments coexist by providing a unidirectional 
command control part transmitting a unidirectional 
command to a CATV terminal controller and controlling 
the unidirectional terminal equipment and the bi- 
directional terminal equipment. 

CONSTITUTION: An operator inputs CATV subscriber 
data and terminal equipment information, etc., by an 
input part 2, while observing a display part 1 , and stores 
the data and information in a storage part 3. A 
unidirectional command control part 4 reads out the 
terminal information stored in the storage part 3, 
generates the command showing the state of the whole 
of a system and delivers the command to a data 
transmission and reception part 5. On the other hand, a 
bi-directional command control part 6 collects the up 
data from a bi-directional terminal by a polling system. 

Namely, the bi-directional terminal equipment information of the terminal information within the 
storage part 3 is read out, up data is successively collected from the bi-directional terminal and 
a down command is delivered to the data transmission and reception part 5. In the transmission 
and reception part 5, the down or up command from the control parts 4 and 6 is received, the 
command is transmitted in order of codes to a CATV transmission line 8 via a modulation- 
demodulation part 7 and is transmitted to the terminal equipment 
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Concise Explanation of J P08- 149447 

JP08-1 49447 has been cited in an Office Action issued in connection with a 
corresponding Japanese application as a reference which discloses a sequence of 
operations from a purchase to provision of a program purchase. Namely, sending a 
purchase instruction from a radio communication terminal, and receiving it and providing a 
user with a program by a program providing apparatus. 

In fact, JP08-1 49447 discloses in paragraph 0022 that a subscriber of a CATV using a 
unidirectional terminal equipment applies for a watching of a program to a CATV operator by 
phone or post, and the CATV, which has received the application, sends, on the basis of the 
application data, control data for enabling a watching of the requested program to the 
unidirectional terminal equipment. 
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